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each kind, together with many other things. These offer-
ings the Emperor of China delivered with great apologies,
and obtained in return a written treaty from Eskandar to
guide the Chinese in their dealings. After terminating his
expedition to China, Zulqarneen vanquished all the countries
of the East, and regulated the taxes which they were to
pay; and, lastly, having founded several cities in Turkestan,
he hastened Westwards,

CONSULTATION OF ESKANDAR WITH ARISTO [ARISTOTELES]
CONCERNING THE ROYAL PRINCES OF PERSIA.

It is related in the Tdrikh Moa'jum that when Eskandar
subjugated the countries of Persia he captured and impris-
oned many Persian princes, and said to Aristo on that
occasion: ' I have conquered Persia, not by my own
prowess, but I have attained that happiness by the aid and
favour of God. I incited good people to walk in the
straight path, and pointed out to the ignorant the lights of
guidance. In governing my subjects I have followed the
directions of reason and have never overstepped its land-
marks. But I entertain misgivings concerning the royal
scions whom I have imprisoned, for if I liberate them they
may possibly excite troubles, which I would be unable to
quell: but if I slay them I shall be blamed in this, and
punished in the next, world.' Aristo replied: 'The sur-
mises of your majesty are quite true; therefore it will be
expedient to appoint each of them over a separate portion
of the kingdom, and to make them independent of each
other, in order to forestall any coalition among them/
Eskandar fully approved of the opinion of the philosopher,
and installed each prince over a division of the realm.
Historians call these princes MiMk-ut-touMf [i.e., kings of
the nations], whose history will be inserted in this work
after the record of the philosophers, in conformity with the
exalted mind [of A'li Shir, the Amir of Hirat], if it pleaseth
Allah the Most High.

At the end of the Tarjumdi Hukmd it is related that
during his marches Eskandar happened to arrive in a
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